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Our Hope 


By Ida A. Guirey 


Colossians 1:27 


66 HRIST in you, the hope of glory,” 
Christ, the way, the truth, phe 
life. 

Christ in you—this tells the story 
How to conquer in the strife. 

Christ in you, the source of power 
And the secret of success, 

Our sufficiency each hour— 
Christ the Lord our righteousness. 


Why Fundamentalists? 


Ought we to be ashamed of the 
name “Fundamentalists”? There is no 
good reason to be, yet there is a growing 
tendency among some Bible-believing 
Christians to decry Fundamentalism. 
This has doubtless come about through 
a desire to avoid controversy, and be- 
cause of the rash actions and harsh 
words of some who represent it. But 
this aversion to the term also implies 
ignorance of the root meaning of the 
word and the honorable history of the 
movement. Ten years ago the Editor 
discussed this fully in an article entitled 
“Unashamed Fundamentalists” (May 26, 
1945), in which he traced its history, 
named many of its early leaders, and 
outlined its tenets. A nine-point doc- 
trinal statement which is acceptable to 
most Premillennialists was included. 
“Fundamental” is the adjective which 
comes from the noun “fundament,” 
which means, “foundation, as of a house; 


groundwork or basis, as of a science; 
also, an underlying principle.” There- 
fore a Fundamentalist, in the true sense 
of the word,.is one who looks back to 
the foundations of our faith. It is prob- 
able that the present, widespread use 
of the word “fundamentals” and its de- 
rivatives can be traced back to the pub- 
lication, from 1909-1915, of twelve, 
paper-bound, small volumes called “The 
Fundamentals,” whieh constitute a mine 
of masterly articles on “the faith which 
was once delivered unto the saints.” 
They were issued by the Testimony 
Publishing Company, Chicago, which 
was organized in 1909 by A. C. Dixon, 
who edited the first five volumes. The 
original committee included A. C. 
Dixon, R. A. Torrey, Louis Meyer, Henry 
P. Crowell, Thomas S. Smith, D. W. 
Potter, and Elmore Harris. The follow- 
ing men were later added to this com- 
mittee: Joseph Kyle, Charles R. Erdman, 
Delavan L. Pierson, L. W. Munhall, 
T. C. Horton, H. C, Mabie, and John B. 
Shaw. Thomas E. Stephens, editor of 
the Moody Church Herald, was the 
business manager, and the Moody 


Church and the Moody Bible Institute 
contributed to the success of the work. 
Milton and Lyman Stewart of Los An- 
geles bore the expense of publication, 
and later said “that over 2,500,000 copies 
of the twelve volumes \have been pub- 
lished and circulated,” and the demand 
for them brought the output up to nearly 
3,000,000 copies. Unfortunately, they are 
out of print. The Tres article also 
reprinted the very widely known (Mod- 
ernistic) Christian Century statement 
declaring that “the Bible of Fundamen- 
talism is one Bible; the Bible of Modern- 
ism is another.” The Fundamentalism 
of the last five decades was raised up 
of God to stem the tide of Modernism 
which was sweeping over the world. 
Therefore let us not give up the name 
or the movement, but do all we can 
to preserve it from just reproach. The 
question is, Do we stand for the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the Son of God and the 
Saviour, and for the whole Bible as, 
in its original manuscripts, the verbally 
inspired and infallible Word of God? If 
so, we should take our stand with the 
Fundamentalists, 


Temperance Notes for Men’s Classes 


By Ernest Gordon 


Blue Cross, tells this true story 
from a vacation colony in the Vos- 
ges, a French mountain area. 

One rainy day, the director of the 
colony, in order to occupy his little 
charges, proposed a drawing contest, and 
ali went to work with enthusiasm. 

At the close, the director, in looking 
over the examples, was suddenly upset. 
He saw in the center of a white page 
a bottle and two glasses painted in red. 

Why this picture? What was taking 
place in the mind of the child? 


Tern Liberator, organ of the French 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Be patient therefore, brethren, 
unto the coming of the Lord” (Jas. 
5:7). 























The boy, when questioned, lowered his 
forehead and tears pearled in his eyes. 
Pressed with questions he finally con- 
fessed, sobbing: 

“Every evening, papa and mama come 
home drunk and every evening I see 
them at the table in front of a liter of 
wine and two glasses.” 

A simple tale and terribly poignant. 
Poor boy who, at the age when children 
are full of affection for their parents, 
has one picture only in his mind, two 
glasses and a bottle! 





George Herbert was the poet laureate 
of Anglicanism, and a lovely one, but 
he was, like his church, painfully misled 
and misleading as to the polytoxic 
nature of wine. He wrote the rather 
cryptic sentiment: 

Love is that liquor, sweet and most divine, 
Which my God feels as blood; but 
I as wine. 
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This may mean nothing, which at 
times occurs in verse, or it may mean 
that the love of God is comparable in 
some way to intoxicating drink, which 
would. be wicked foolishness. 





Radioactive isotopes are now used 
successfully to investigate the processes 
of nutrition. One can trace in this way 
the course of various foods—sugar, fats, 
carbohydrates, which contain atoms of 
radioactive carbon. They are like an 
animal with bell at neck. Their pres- 
ence is revealed by radioactive emana- 
tions. We are now informed of the 
manner in which foods are assimilated, 
what they become in the period after 
eating, whether this or that food de- 
serves a good reputation, and the like. 

This process is being applied in the 
study of alcohol. Dr. Balavoine, writing 
in La Suisse (Nos. 17 and 59, 1954), con- 
firms much of what has already been 
discovered by earlier methods. Thus the 
elimination of the alcohol contained in 
a bottle of wine (seven grammes) takes 
nearly eight hours. “During this period, 
while it is in the organs, it acts obvi- 
ously as an alien substance, as a poison. 
This toxicity shows itself in a slowed 
functioning of the organs and in their 
aberrations.” 

This radioactive revelation enables 
one actually to observe these abnormal 
conditions within the organism, hitherto 
but suspected. , 





Plato’s “Remarks on Wine” in “The 
Second Book of the Laws” (400 years 
before Christ): 

“I think better of the Carthaginian 
Law than of the customs of Cretes and 
Lacedemonians. It prescribed that no 
one at war should ever take wine, but 
that during all that time (of war) 
should drink water only; also that in 
the city, neither male nor female slaves, 
magistrates during the time they are 
exercising authority, pilots, judges while 
sitting in court, nor anyone whose duty 
it is to consider important matters, 
should ever drink wine; that neither 
man nor woman should drink nighttimes 
if they wish to procreate children.” 

Galen, the classical medical authority 
who lived in the time of Marcus Aure- 
lius, six hundred years later, was an 


admirer of Plato, and his comment on ‘ 


this passage from Plato was: 

“Wine is harmful to those who are 
growing; it overheats and brings to vio- 
lent movement the boiling natures [of 
the young]. 

“One can enumerate many other cir- 
cumstances in which the upright and 
honest abstain from wine. Plato was 
not speaking of the sickly but of those 
in good health. Do you think that men 
even in good health, after drinking wine 
can carry on militar) tasks, take charge 
of affairs, deliberate wisely, or even 
steer a ship? Tell me, is not wine a 
tyrant, constraining one to think in- 
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effectively before acting and, if it is not 
for that very reason that Plato necom- 
mends abstinence from it as from an 
enemy? Once in the- body, it hinders 
seamen from rightly steering the vessel, 
soldiers from keeping formation in time 
of battle. It leads judges to deceive 
when they should be just, and those in 
administration to govern badly and give 
absurd orders. Plato thinks that wine 
in filling the whole body with warm 
vapors, and especially the head, causes 
disorder in the concupiscent and _irasci- 
ble parts of the soul and, in the logical 
part, precipitates undue decisions.” 





Liquor publicity to trap women and 
children. In an article in the Swiss wine 
trade paper, Journal Vinicole, it is con- 
fessed that the classical pagan world 
widely forbade wine-drinking by women 
since wine is an agent of seduction. At 
Greek banquets the presence of women, 
save prostitutes, was strictly forbidden. 
Antiphanes insisted that if a man was 
to choose a. wife it should always be 
from a land where the prohibition of wine 
to women was strict. And, remark this! 
In the classical world all use of wine 
by nursing mothers was forbidden and 
also by professional wet nurses. 

This makes alcohol publicity to trap 
women two thousand years later the 
more shameless. A Swiss literatteur, 
M. Maurice Zermatten, goes all out in 
the identification of women with wine- 
drinking. He talks of “women and wine, 
the royal couple”: 

“Wine, Madame, agrees perfectly with 
your destiny. Light wines have the 
grace of your nature; heavy wines the 
warmth of your temperament. White 
wines have the living clearness of your 
eye pupils; red wines the heavy and 
mysterious depth of your heart, always 
undecipherable.” 

As to the children, an AP dispatch 
from Cincinnati tells of a children’s beer 
being sold, of one and a half alcohol 
per cent strength, as a television drink 
for children while Mother and Father 
are drinking strong beer. As it is not 
actually intoxicating the law cannot 
reach its manufacturers. An alcohol 
kindergarten! 

How far will the brewers go before 
the public will turn on them again? 





Mr. Upton Sinclair, writing in Listen 
(Dec. 19, 54) gives a harrowing account 
of alcoholic disaster in intellectual cir- 
cles. First, he refers to his own family. 
His father, a Virginia gentleman and a 
naval captain, first in the U.S. Navy, 
» then in the Confederate Navy, was for 
thirty years a drunkard. “Many times 
I sought him, a pitiful wreck on the 
Bowery, took him to a hospital or, money 
failing, nursed him at home. Endlessly 
I pleaded with him in vain. 

“My father’s oldest brother was a Con- 
federate naval hero who wrote a book, 
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‘Three Years on the Alabama.’ He diedin 
a home for inebriates. An uncle by mar. 
riage, one of the most delightful of men, 
joined the melancholy procession.: A 
brother of my mother, physically a mag. 
nificent man, of whom I saw much in 
my youth, shot himself in Central Park, 
New York.” 

Then he speaks of his dear and gifted 
friends, the poet George Sterling and 
Mrs. Sterling and the novelist Jack Lon- 
don. “I have in my possession a beau- 
tiful photograph showing three happy 
young people in a sailboat on San Fran- 
cisco Bay. It shows them leaning back 
against the wind to balance the boat 
and looking behind them, laughing. All 
three were destined to take their own 
lives, and all three for the same reason 
(Jack London at the age of forty, with 
poison).” 

Other victims of alcohol are listed by 
Mr. Sinclair—O. Henry the novelist, 
Stephen Crane who wrote “The Red 
Badge of Courage,” James Whitcomb 
Riley, Nobel prizeman Sinclair Lewis, 
F. P. Dunne (Mr. Dooley), Heywood 
Broun, Edgar Lee Masters, Sherwood 
Anderson, W. E. Woodward, Theodore 
Dreiser, Klaus Mann, Thomas Wolfe, 
Ambrose Bierce, Hart Crane, E. A. Rob- 
inson, F. Scott Fitzgerald. 

Mr, Sinclair closes with warning: 

“Let Alcohol alone. He is a liar and 
a criminal; he is a thief of time and 
money; he is a murderer of happiness 
and life.” 





The New Statesman and Nation (Nov. 
, 1954) pictures the power in politics 
and press of the French alcohol inter- 


(Continued on page 597) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


A Filial Correction 


Dad, we have gotten your first two 
articles on your trip down here tell- 
ing of Costa Rica and Panama, and 
we have certainly enjoyed them. ... 
There was one little technical point 
which I might call to your attention 
for future reference. You referred to 
HOXO as being operated by the L.A.M., ° 
which is perfectly true. However, it 
is operated on a joint basis with 
HCJB. Art Zylstra is actually an HCJB 
staff member, and Bill Herzog is a 
member of the L.A.M. I am sure there 
was no*harm done, but I thought that 
in case you didn’t know this, it might 
be good to know. 

The Editor is glad to publish this cor- 
rection from his son, David M. Howard, 
missionary of the Latin America Mis- 
sion, San José, Costa Rica. Radio sta- 
tion HOXO is in Panama; and, as most 
Times readers know, station HCJB is in 
Quito, Ecuador. Both are continually 
sending out Gospel broadcasts in sev- 
eral languages. 
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THE TONGUE 


A spring that sends forth both bitter and sweet waters 





creation into being. One word 

spoken by us can do a world of 
good or evil. As all our spoken words 
come from the tongue, how important 
that member is! 

Our character is revealed by our 
words. As our tongues reveal our physi- 
cal condition, so they show our true 
moral nature. They present.a true pic- 
ture of the inner man. If we knew all 
the words that a man spoke we should 
know exactly what sort of man he was. 
A man may guard his lips and so con- 
ceal his inner life for a time, but in 
some excitement or provocation there 
comes a tim® when he feels no restraint; 
the mask is dropped. He then shows 
his true self. As Trench has put it, 
“That which has always been the voice 
of his heart now will be the voice of 
his lips.” 

Our words have a great influence on 
others. Guides sometimes warn tourists 
among the Swiss mountains not to speak 
as they pass certain points. Even the 
reverberation of a whisper in the air 
may start a poised avalanche from its 
place on the crags. We never know 
when a passing word of ours will \de- 
cide a soul’s destiny. There are times 
in the history of a soul when life is 
so delicately balanced that sometimes it 
depends upon the first words with which 
a person is greeted whether he sinks into 
the darkness of despair, or lifts up his 
head in hope. We can say something 
which will help a soul to Heaven, or 
something which will bring him nearer 
to hell. We can give a bias to his whole 
character and influence every part of 
his life, 


Words Are Extraordinarily Reproductive 


The words we speak are extraordi- 
narily reproductive. They go on round 
and round the world. The words that 
we have used may be repeated by one 
and in turn repeated by others and so 
what we might term a chance word has 
a world-wide influence. On a heath can 
be seen this notice: “Take care that 
you do not start a fire.” Fires are so 
easily started. A shalf-extinguished 
match or a spark from a passing engine 
falls on dry grass, and how soon there 
is a terrific blaze and terrible damage! 
That is true in other ways also. You 
have only to say an unkind word, make 
a thoughtless gesture, or pass on a bit 
of evil gossip, and how quickly you 
may start a fire of passion or anger or 
ill will! Then what trouble there can 
be! And, we remember, a spoken word 
can never be recalled. 

Again, not only are words reproduc- 
tive at the present time, but they are 
reproductive over a long period. Mr. 


O= word spoken by God brought 





Dr. L. Sale-Harrison once quoted to 
the Editor the following arresting 
lines: “Of the unspoken word, thou 
art the master; of the spoken word, 
thou art no longer the master; of 
the written word, thou art the slave.” 
(He did not know the original 
source of them, but said they had 
often helped him.) Mr. Chilvers, a 
British writer, brings together in 
this article many Scriptural warn- 
ings against the misuse of the tongue, 
as well as the sayings of well-known, 
spiritual Christian leaders. In spite 
of all the dangers that lurk in the 
tongue, Mr. Chilvers does not leave 
the reader in despair, for he speaks 
of its beneficent uses and tells how 
it may be controlled. 








Panton tells us that he once stood on 
the deck of a steamer, as it steamed 
slowly through the cold gray seas near 
Southampton. A lady, who stood near, 
a perfect stranger to him, said, “On this 
ship, the Orinco, I heard you make a 
remark four years ago, four thousand 
miles away.” The words which we speak 
now can have an influence hundreds 
of years hence and we, like Abel, being 
dead can yet speak. 

All our words will be revealed. Christ 
says: “For there is nothing covered, 
that shall not be revealed; neither hid, 
that shall not be known. Therefore 
whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness 
shall be heard in the light; and that 
which ye have spoken in the ear in 
closets shall be proclaimed upon the 
housetops” (Luke 12:2, 3). We notice 
an important consequence. The whis- 
per is recorded as well as the battle cry, 
and the closeted word as well as the 
statesman’s utterance which decides the 
fate of nations. How awful it would 
be for us if all the words we had used 
were read in our hearing before as- 
sembled multitudes! Our words are 
vital. They are not lost; they will meet 
us again. The earth is God’s whisper- 
ing gallery in which every word circles 
back to Him. The secret conversation, the 
whispered iniquity will brand us publicly 
one day. 

The tongue being so important, its 
sins are of deep dye. James says the 
tongue is “full of deadly poison” (3:8). 
The deadliest poisons are so destructive 
that a few drops injected into the veins 
will produce death in a few seconds. 
Such is the deadly effect of a sinful word. 
In Proverbs 6:16-19, we read of seven 
things that the Lord hates: “A proud 
look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed 
innocent blood, an heart that deviseth 
wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in 
running to mischief, a false witness that 
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By GORDON CHILVERS 


speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord 
among brethren.” It is significant that of 
these seven things as many as three 
of them apply to the tongue. 

First we have exaggeration. It may 
be that we wish to color a story, or pre- 
vent it from sounding flat, so we exag- 
gerate either a fact or an emphasis. It 
may be that we do not wish to be out- 
done by someone, and so we make these 
statements which are beyond truth. But 
there is, in fact, no difference between 
exaggeration and a lie. 

A sin to which many are prone is the 
sin of flattery. We feel we ought to 
praise, but we overdo it, and that is 
flattery. As Dr. Trumbull put it: “Praise 
is an estimate of the value. Flattery is 
the effort to compensate for the lack 
of value.” This may lead to vanity in 
the person flattered, and this is most 
odious in the sight of God. The wise 
man warns us, “A man that flattereth 
his neighbour spreadeth a net for his 
feet” (Prov. 29:5). 

Hypocrisy is one of the sins on which 
our Lord fastens some of His strongest - 
rebukes. The word hypocrite means “a 
stage actor.” He uses words put into his 
mouth by the play, but not originating 
in his own heart. The Lord Jesus’ em- 
phasized the need for the lips to match 
the heart. The one who does not do 
that, our Lord says, is a hypocrite. On 
His lips the word means one whose pro- 
fession exceeds his practice; whose creed 
outruns his life; who says more than 
he believes; whose mouth professes more 
than his heart possesses. PF 


A Wrong Use of the Tongue 


Profanity is a wrong use of the tongue 
by some. When Peter wanted to con- 
vince the world that he was not a dis- 
ciple of Christ, he used oaths and 
cursings. When men heard that sort of 
language they did not question him any 
further. Evidently they did not expect 
a disciple of Christ to use such language. 
Profanity need not take a stronger form 
than jesting to be very wrong. Speak- 
ing at the Keswick Convention, Wilbur 
Smith said: “I remember a_ great 
scholar from these shores coming to our 
country once; his books are in my 
library, and in yours, too. He was at 
a lunch where I was, and he told a 
story which was crude and coarse, ‘and 
I can never take down a book of his 
without thinking of that story which 
was corrupt.” Sometimes the voice of 
the Holy Spirit has been drowned by 
a flippant word spoken by someone. 
When this heart impression has been 
lost, that heart hardens and perhaps the 
effect is gone forever. 

One of the most prevalent sins of the 
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tongue is that of criticism. Yet it is 
one of the most dangerous uses of it. 
Dr. A. B. Simpson stated this fact most 
vividly: “I would rather play with 
forked lightning or take in my hands 
living wires than speak a reckless word 
against any servant of Christ, or idly 
repeat the slanderous darts which thou- 
sands of Christians are hurling on others 
to the hurt of their own souls and 
bodies.” It is most serious in its con- 
sequences. It has separated old friends 
and brought cruel misunderstandings. It 
has blasted the reputations of godly 
men. It has broken the hearts of many 
of God’s dearest saints. It has blocked 
the power of the Holy Spirit in many 
churches. 

Words of criticism hurt the one who 
speaks. They do not help the one who 
hears them. They injure the one of 
whom they are spoken. Criticism and 
slander of the people of God are the 
work of the Devil, and there is no need 
for any of us to assist him in this wicked 
practice. Here is a word of warning. 
A godly minister was approached by 
one of his church members, who wanted 
to repeat to him some of the wrongdo- 
ings of others. The pastor said: “Does 
anybody else know this but you?” “No, 
sir.” “Have you told it to anybody 
else?” “No.” “Then,” said the good 
man, “go home and hide it away at the 
feet of Jesus, and never speak of it 
again unless God leads you to speak to 
the man himself. If the Lord wants to 
bring scandal upon His Church, let Him 
do it; but don’t you be the instrument 
to cause it.” 

Sins of the tongue bring their own 
judgment. A. B. Simpson expresses it 
most vividly: “You may often wonder, 
perhaps, why your sickness is not healed, 
your spirit filled with the joy of the 
Holy Ghost, or your life blessed and 
spiritually prosperous. It may be some 
dart which you have flung with angry 
voice, or in an idle hour of thoughtless 
gossip, is pursuing you on its way, as 
it describes the circle which always 
brings back to the source from which it 
came every shaft of bitterness, and every 
idle and evil word. Let us remember 
when we persecute or hurt the children 
of God, we are but persecuting Him, and 
hurting ourselves far more.” God cre- 
ated the tongue that it might be used 
for the highest and most holy purposes. 
The tongue should always be used for 
good; any other use is misuse. 

The tongue is given to us that we 
may praise God. Possibly this is the 
highest use for it. “Praise is our high- 
est exercise. In prayer we often ap- 
proach God for more or less selfish rea- 
sons; in praise we adore Him for what 
He is in Himself” (F. B. Meyer). Praise 
is the most enduring use for it. While 
other uses fail at death, eternity will 
know continual praise to God and to 
the Lamb. 

Further, the tongue can utter words 
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of love, sympathy, kindness, and en- 
couragement. Sometimes a word, care- 
fully chosen and lovingly spoken, is all 
that can be done, and all that need be 
done. John Morel, mayor of Darling- 
ton, was passing through the town and 
met a fellow citizen who had just been 
released from the jail, where he had 
served three years for embezzlement. 
“Hello!” said the mayor, in his cheery 
tone, “I’m glad to see you! How are 
you?” Little else was said, for the man 
seemed ill at ease. Years afterward 
the man met him in another town and 
immediately said: “I want to thank you 
for what you-did for me when I came 
out of prison.” “What did I do?” “You 
spoke a kind word to me, and it changed 
my life.” 

Think of the effect a sanctified con- 
versation had on John Bunyan. On a 
visit to Bedford he came upon that group 
of poor women “sitting at a door in the 
sun, talking about the things of God.” 
They spoke of heart experiences, mys- 
terious conflicts and triumphs, happy 
fellowship with God, of which he knew 
nothing. “Methought they spake as if 
joy did make them speak!” This con- 
versation had much to do with his con- 
version. 

Often the right use of the tongue is 
its silence. There is sin in saying too 
much. If all our words were written 
down they would fill many volumes. But 
how trivial most of it would be! Most 
of what we say would make poor read- 
ing. We cannot talk much and remain 
innocent. “In the multitude of words 
there wanteth not sin” (Prov. 10:19). 
We do well to obey the Scriptural in- 
junction, “Be swift to hear, slow to 
speak” (Jas, 1:19). 

The need of mastering the tongue can- 
not be exaggerated, yet how difficult 
it is! Therefore we study the subject 
carefully that we may be able to find 
the right solution, 

First, we must guard the heart. If 


Technical Missionaries 





we would keep our words right, we must 
first keep our hearts right, for the tongue 
is the agent of the heart. The Lord 
Jesus said, “Out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth speaketh” (Matt. 
12:34). Evil speaking is the result of 
evil thinking. So we must cleanse the 
spring that the river may be pure. 

Second, watchfulness is .necessary at 
all times. David said, “I will take heed 
to my ways, that I sin not with my 
tongue.” “I am purposed that my mouth 
shall not transgress” (Psa. 39:1; 17:3). 
There is need of constant vigilance lest 
these sins of the tongue arise. If we 
find that certain occasions, or certain 
persons, or certain circumstances have 
more to do with an offending tongue 
than others, then we know when watch- 
fulness is most needed. Herman Frank 
resolved: “Not to make the things of 
this world a subject of conversation, 
except when God may be, honored, or 
good done to our neighbor thereby.” 

Third, God has given us a power which 
can be used for controlling the tongue 
—prayer. We know the words of James: 
“The tongue can no man tame” (3:8). 
Only God can do it. If any man thinks 
he can tame his tongue without God's 
help, he had better think again, or he 
will soon find out his mistake. David 
knew that he could not control his 
tongue unaided so he prayed, “Set a 
watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep 
the door of my lips” (Psa. 141:3). This 
is a prayer we cannot repeat too fre- 
quently. He also prayed, “Let the words 
of my mouth, and the meditation of my 
heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, 
my strength, and my redeemer” (Psa. 
19:14). It is only by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, and as we make the best 
use of the blessings which God has given 
to us, that we shall have the victory 
over our tongues. 

May all our words be gracious, joy- 
ous, timely, and loving. 


NorwiIcu, ENG, 


Preaching the gospel in overalls, while clearing land and planting crops 


HAVE just returned from a round 
trip visiting our projects in Liberia, 
Africa, and Peru, South America. In 


Africa, we are on the coast in the center 


of Liberia in the raw jungle away from 
civilization with no roads out. In Peru, 
we are at the foot of the Andes on the 
eastern side of the headwaters of the 
Amazon, fifty miles from the nearest 
village. 

These projects combine business and 
religion. I’ve heard folks say they don’t 
mix, but I can tell you they do. As a 
matter of fact, our own country was 
started by men who carried a gun or an 
ax in one hand and a Bible in the other. 


By R. G. LeTOURNEAU 


They carved this nation out of a wilder- 
ness with faith and hard work. 

If I tell folks our projects are mis- 
sionary in nature, they understand. Or, 
if I tell them they are business projects 
and we are planting thousands of acres 
of palm oil trees, and thousands of acres 
of pineapples and citrus fruits, coconuts, 
and rice, they understand a man with 
a keen eye to business trying to make 
both ends meet. But, when I tell them 
it is a combination of both, they won- 
der which it is. They don’t understand, 
a combination of the two. If you could 
go over and talk to these technical mis- 
sionaries on the plantation, and see them 


July 30, 1955. 
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working side by side. with the natives, 
building houses, running a saw mill, 
clearing land, planting crops, building 
roads and an airstrip, and then hear 
the natives sing Gospel songs and listen 
to their testimonies, you would at least 
be convinced that the missionary part 
was working anyway. 

I believe missionaries in overalls, 
working with the natives and raising 
their standards of living until they at 
least do not go hungry (as they used 
to do and their brethren in the jungle 
still do), can tell them the story of Jesus 
and His love and get them to believe 
it better than the missionary who goes 
there with his bare hands. Now, don’t 
misunderstand me, there are many mis- 
sionaries working without construction 
tools and doing a wonderful job winning 
natives to Christ. To do this job, how- 
ever, it takes a special type of mission- 
ary. We find that men with a vision 
of being workers together with God and 
at the same time having the technical 
skills required and being willing to put 
on a pair of overalls and do the work 
humbly and sincerely as unto Christ 
are not too plentiful. But, thank the 
Lord, we have found some, and on both 
projects they are doing a fine job. 

In Liberia, our deal with the Govern- 
ment is te lease one-half million acres 
for eighty years, provided we can de- 
velop it in thirty years. We have gone 
far enough with the project to satisfy 
ourselves that better machinery can be 
built than anyone has ever built before 
to handle the timber and clear the 
jungle. 

To this end our new, longer-wheel-base, 
electric-drive tractor, with bigger tires for 
the soft jungle, and with power steer and 
power drive on all four wheels, is even 
exceeding my own expectations. The 
Tree Saw, operated by one man sitting 
on a rubber cushion, will cut off and 
fell a six-foot diameter tree in seconds; 
or the Tree Stinger will as quickly push 
over, roots and all, the biggest tree to 
be found, even eight-footers, with the 
operator oo a tune on some electric 
buttons. "However, what promises to be 
king of them all is the new Tree 
Crusher, which takes a swath twenty 
feet wide at a couple miles an hour and 
just literally crushes everything almost 
to cordwood, even three and four-foot 
trees. Oh, yes, then there is a new 
machine coming—let’s call her the queen 
—and I hope to have a date with her 
in about another week to see how she 
performs. She has six rubber-tired, 
electric-powered drivers, each mounting 
a tire four feet wide and ten feet high, 
with a platform on her back fourteen 
feet wide and forty-five feet long capable 
of carrying somewhere in the neighbor- 
hood of 200,000 pounds, and a blade in 
front capable of exerting a 180,000 pound 
thrust. I just can’t wait to get my 
hands on her. 

I’m not trying to advertise my ma- 
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chinery, but that’s just part of these jun- 
gle developments, and I believe when- 
ever we try to do things for God, He 
takes mighty good care of us. I don’t 
mind saying that every day I ask God 
for wisdom in designing this machinery 
and handling these projects. And I 
might add that in one case where a 
government official was dead set against 
us, he has now turned right about face. 


In Peru, we have agreed to build fifty 
kilometers (about thirty-one miles) of 
road in return for four hundred thou- 
sand hectares (about a million acres). 
Half of the road will be through our 
own property, and the Government has 
agreed to deed us the land as the road 
progresses. We already have eleven 
kilometers pretty well roughed out but 
not finished. 

Good progress is being made in build- 
ing permanent houses for the mission- 
aries along the Pachitea River, where 
the bank is one hundred feet-high and 
you can see out across the jungle for 
fifty miles. We’re making headway, too, 
with the shops and warehouses for the 
machinery, church, and schoo! buildings, 
as well as roads and airstrips that will 
handle our 315 MPH A-26 airplane, and 
I am very well pleased with the spir- 


itual progress being made on both 
projects. 
Regular meetings are held with the 


natives at our camp and also with the 
native settlers up the river. We have 
radio contact with quite a number of 
other missionaries, too, so we can co- 
operate with them. On both projects, 
our only transportation is either by 
water or by air, but, in Peru, as soon 
as the road is finished we will have con- 
nections by road. Quite a number of 
the natives in Peru have already con- 
fessed Christ. One of them, who oper- 
ated a bulldozer for me, pioneering 
ahead in the jungle, got so good he 
thought he knew more about it than I 
did, and on a couple of occasions he 
pefused to obey my signals. (I can’t 
talk to them, but it was surprising how 
well they understood my signals.) So, 
I had to discipline him by putting him 
back on the hand labor gang, and in 
three days after that he was all right. 
When I arrived there this week, he was 
all smiles to me, and they told me he 
had accepted the Lord Jesus as his per- 
sonal Saviour and had given a real out- 
and-out testimony. 

Most everything seems to grow, in 
Peru, juicy bananas and sweet pine- 
apples, in fact, all kinds of tropical fruit, 
palms, and the like. They tell me the 
so-called Irish potato originated in Peru 
and not in Ireland. A little over a year 
ago, I flew down by plane and planted a 
few hundred Texas grapefruit and Florida 
orange trees, and right now they look 
as though they will bear fruit next year. 

As soon as we get a little further along 
with the road, we expect to start clear- 
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ing land in earnest. Then we will be 
ready to start selling this rich farm land 
to Christian farmers who want to help 
us Christianize and colonize. 


A Brazilian newspaper had the follow- 
ing to say about our Peruvian project: 
“America technicians in engineering and 
agriculture are going to try to prove 
that Amazonia can be converted from 
a green hell into an El Dorado using 
modern methods and religious zeal plus 
ample capital.” I say we may run short 
on the capital, but we do have the mod- 
ern methods and the religious zeal, if 
you want to call it that. Anyhow, on 
both projects, natives are having their 
sins washed away by the precious blood 
of Christ, for which we are glad, and 
we are more convinced than ever that 
the world needs a working religion. 

LoncviEw, TEx. 

we 


Temperance Notes for Men 
(Continued from second page) 


ests, and it is a story which marks the 
social life of America and Britain as 
well: 

“The wine and beetroot growers have 
formed themselves into powerful and 
well-organized lobbies, capable of bring- 
ing decisive pressure on the Govern- 
ment when their interests are threat- 
ened. They have made common cause 
with the big apéritif [distilling]. inter- 
ests and with the representatives of 
the home distillers, peasants of Nor- 
mandy and Brittany. All these inter- 
ests have combined to keep the taxes 
on alcoholic drinks at a low level and 
to erect legislative barriers against non- 
alcoholic drinks. 

“Since the. war, no government has 
been able to defeat this powerful com- 
bination in pitched battle. They have 
up to seventy members, forming an 
interparty group in the National As- 
sembly. It rarely shows its hand openly, 
preferring to overthrow a government 
on other matters rather than on a vote 
directly concerned with alcohol. Hence 
M. Pinay was defeated in December, 
1952, before he could bring in a bill 
increasing duties on alcoholic drink by 
twenty per cent. Five months later, M. 
René Mayer was defeated because he 
proposed to submit antialcoho] legisla- 
tion, but the decisive vote was not taken 
on the texts themselves.” (This may 
well have been the real reason for the 
fall of Mendes-France.) 

As to the press, “corporations selling 
or manufacturing alcoholic drinks form 
the biggest group of advertisers in 
France, and they do not hesitate to bring 
financial pressure on newspapers which 
publish articles attacking alcohol. To 
my knowledge, one magazine received 
six cancellations of advertising contracts 
within three days of publishing an ar- 


(Continued on page 605) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 7. AUGUST 14. THE COURAGE OF DANIEL (Temperance) 
Daniel 1 and 5; printed text, 5:17-28 


Golden Text.—It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, 
or is made weak.—Rom. 14:21 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Dan. 5:17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, 
Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; 
yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make known 
to him the interpretation. 


18 O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar 
thy father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honour: 

19 And for the majesty that he gave him, all people, 
nations, and languages, trembled and feared before him: 
whom he would he slew; and whom he would he kept alive; 
and whom he would he set up; and whom he would he put 
down. 

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened 
in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they 
took his glory from him: 

21 And he was driven from the sons of men; and his heart 
was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the 
wild asses: they fed him with grass like oxen, and his body 
was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew that the most 
high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he appoint- 
eth over it whomsoever he will, 


b b 


22 And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine 
heart, though thou knewest all this; 

23 But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; 
and they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, 
and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have 
drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, 
and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor 
hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy breath is, 
and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified: 

24 Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this 
writing was written. 

25 And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, 
TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 

26 This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God 
hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. 

27 TEKEL; Thou are weighed in the balances, and art 
found wanting. 

28 PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes 
and Persians. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 

SA 5 4 


the act of God. The term “father” here 





Approach to the Lesson 

ANIEL, one of the youths of the 
D Jewish aristocracy, was in the 

first group of captives taken from 
Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, in about 
606 B.C. He lived to see the liberation 
of his people seventy years later, by 
the decree of Cyrus. The latest defi- 
nite chronological note we have of Dan- 
iel is the third year of Cyrus (Dan. 10: 
1), two years after the liberation. 

The policy of Nebuchadnezzar to train 
promising youths of the subject nations 
for service in the empire gave Daniel 
his opportunity, and we soon find him 
so high in the favor of the king that 
he was not only promoted to the gover- 
norship of Babylon, but was able to 
place his three a as his chief 
deputies (2:48, 49). 

At first we find Daniel as a discerner 
and interpreter of dreams and symbols. 
By. revelation of God he recalls the 
king’s forgotten dream and gives the 
meaning (chap. 2). This proved to be 
a survey of history beforetime. Then 
he interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s more 
personal dream, which comes true to the 
letter (chap. 4). He is last seen in the 
role of royal interpreter when he tells 
Belshazzar the meaning of the fateful 
writing on the wall (chap. 5). 

It appears that the political star of 
Daniel had been in eclipse for some 
time, for Belshazzar seems to have 
known nothing about him (5:10-12). The 
honors bestowed on him by this king 
were empty indeed (5:29, 30), but, re- 
markably enough, Darius, whom Cyrus 


placed on the throne of Babylon, recog- 
nized the worth of Daniel, and made 
him one of three presidents over all 
the satraps of his kingdom. The state- 
ment in 6:28 suggests that he continued 
in his high office after Darius died and 
Cyrus took over the direct control of 
the province of Babylon. 

I often wonder if Daniel did not play 
a part in moving. Cyrus to issue his 
decree of liberation, by showing the 
great king the prophecies which he him- 
self had discovered in the writings of 
Jeremiah (Dan. 9:1, 2; Jer. 25:12. See 
also Isa. 44:24 to 45:4). There is no 
indication that Daniel returned to Jeru- 
salem with those who took advantage 
of the decree. Perhaps he felt he could 
do more for the interests of his peo- 
ple by remaining in the court of the 
king. Besides, he was by this time well 
over eighty, if we reckon that he was 
a lad in his teens when he was taken 
captive. 


Verse by Verse 

Dan. 5:17.—“Let thy gifts be to thy- 
self, and give thy rewards to another; 
yet I will read the writing .. .” For 
the “gifts” and “rewards” see verse 16. 
How much would they mean when the 
kingdom of Babylon was to fall that 
night, and Belshazzar be slain? But at 
least the king kept his word (v. 29). 

Verse 18.—“. . . the most high God 
gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father... 
glory and honour.” .Nebuchadnezzar was 
the founder of the Chaldean empire, 
and Daniel attributes his prosperity to 


is used in the general sense of “ancestor.” 
The actual relationship is somewhat in- 
volved. 

Verse 19.—‘And . . . all people. . 
feared before him . ” A picture of the 
typical Oriental potentate on a vast 
scale. But for all this Nebuchadnezzar 
had great qualities. 

Verse 20.—“But when his heart was 
lifted up . . . he was deposed .. . and 
they took his glory from him.” The 
pride of Nebuchadnezzar is almost pro- 
verbial. No doubt his great golden 
image was linked with self-glorification 
(chap. 3, and see 4:30), 

Verse 21—“And he was driven from 
the sons of men... till he knew that 
the most high God ruled in th® kingdom 
of men... .” See 4:19-26, 33-37. It is 
important to notice Nebuchadnezzar’s 
acknowledgment of God’s sovereign right 
and power. 

Verse 22.—‘And thou his son. . . hast 
not humbled thine heart, though thou 
knewest, all this.” Again “son” is here 
a general term for “descendant” or even 
“successor.” The experience of Nebu- 
chadnezzar was known to Belshazzar, 
but he had not taken the lesson to heart. 


Verse 23.—“But hast lifted up thyself 

. , and the God in whose hand thy 
breath is, and whose are all thy ways, 
hast thou not glorified.” A terrible in- 
dictment. In a sense not intended by 
Shakespeare, “A Daniel come to judg- 
ment.” Think of the old man, majestic 
in quiet dignity, declaring in measured 
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tones the criminal indulgence and im- 
pious abandon of the young, unworthy 
monarch, summed up in the last sen- 
tence. 

Verse 24.—“Then was the part of the 
hand sent from him ,. .” The writing 
was no figment of the imagination, It 
was sent from God as the divine estimate 
of the reckless king. 

Verse 25.—“And this is the writing 
.., MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.” 
The words themselves may have been 
seen and understood by the king’s wise 
men, but they made no sense to them. 
They simply mean, “Numbered, weighed, 
divisions.” They were God’s shorthand, 
but the secret of decipherment was with 
the man of God. 

Verse 26.—“MENE; God hath numbered 
thy kingdom, and finished it.”” The repe- 
tition of mene probably conveys the idea 
of finishing. 

Verse 27.—“TEKEL; Thou art weighed 
in the balances, and art found wanting.” 
Belshazzar, for all his pomp and display, 


’ was a lightweight when put into God’s 


scales, 

Verse 28.—“PERES; Thy kingdom is 
divided, and given to the Medes and 
Persians.” This does not mean that the 
kingdom was to be divided between the 
Medes and the Persians, but dissolved 
by the united power of the Medes and 
the Persians and made part of a new 
empire, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


In Belshazzar we see a Striking ex- 
ample of the iniquity of the human 
heart. “The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked,” moans 
the prophet (Jer. 17:9). See it in this 
deputy-king. Forgetful of the dealings 
of God with his proud ancestor, Nebu- 
chadnezzar, he lifts himself up in pride 
as if he were invincible. He gives him- 
self up to riotous drunkenness. To add 
a new touch of daring to his debauchery, 
he calls for the rare vessels that were 
brought from the Temple in Jerusalem 
to be used as wine cups, so adding pro- 
fanity to his other sins. .Then he turns 
the wild occasion into an orgy of idol- 
atry, with all the evil attached to a 
great heathen festival. All this was in 
deliberate defiance of the living God, “in 
whose hand thy breath is, and whose 
are all thy ways” (Dan. 5:23). 


Over against this, we have an illus- 
tration of the judgment of God. God is 
long-suffering, and He had borne long 
with the pride of Babylon. He had 
given a vivid object lesson in Nebuchad- 
nezzar, who had responded and humbled 
himself under the mighty, chastening 
but merciful hand of the Lord (chap. 4), 
but the pride of’Babylon had not been 
brought down, and in Belshazzar it had 
gone beyond all bounds. After long 
patience, the judgment of God fell with 
the suddenness of a thunderbolt. The 
mysterious writing of the hand upon 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
6. August 7.—The Exiles in Babylon. 
Psalm 137:1-6; Jeremiah 29:1-14; Daniel 3 
Next Week's Lesson 


8 August 21.—Hope for the Exiles. 
Isaiah 55; Jeremiah 31 and 50; Ezekiel 86 








the wall was no more warning, but 
the passing of sentence, to be executed 
before another sunrise—“in that night 
was . Belshazzar slain,” and the 
power of the Chaldeans was broken be- 
yond recovery. God seems slow to act 
at times, but when once He rises to 
judgment, His strokes are swift and 
terrible. Let no one interpret God’s 
long-suffering as weakness, or as dis- 
regard of justice. 

The other picture in our lesson is that 
of an old man, an exile of seventy years. 
In the midst of all the corruptions of 
a heathen court he has kept himself 
pure, and has faithfully served his God. 
He has grown ripe in sainthood and in 
all godly wisdom. Accustomed to stand 
before kings, he knows that they also 
are but dust, and, with the fear of the 
Lord always before him, he fears not 
the face of any earthly potentate. His 
bow abides in strength, and the secret 
of God is with him. So he stands before 
Belshazzar, not just as an interpreter 
of strange words which have mysteri- 
ously appeared on the wall of the ban- 
queting house, but as God’s messenger, 
fearlessly reciting the divine indictment 
against the trembling monarch, and pro- 
nguncing the sentence decreed by the 
court of Heaven. Daniel had no natu- 
ral offspring, so far as we know, but 
his spiritual sons are many. Among 
them is John Knox, over whose grave 
the Earl Morton declared, “There lies 
a man who never feared the face of man.” 
What is the secret of such courage? 
These men feared God! 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

N WHAT group of captives was Daniel 

taken to Babylon? 

2. What king took Daniel to Babylon? 

3. What opportunity opened before 
Daniel in Babylon? 

4. What position did Daniel hold un- 
der Nebuchadnezzar? 

5. Who was the last king of the Chal- 
deans? 

6. How old was Daniel when he stood 
before Belshazzar? 

7. What incident did Daniel recall 
which ought to have warned Belshazzar 
against pride? , 

8. How did Belshazzar aggravate his 
sin against God? 

9. Why could not the wise men of 
Babylon read the writing on the wall? 

10. Who captured Babylon? 


(Answers on page 605) 
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Outline of the Lesson 

1. Daniel recalls history (Dan. 5: 18-21) 
2. Daniel reproves sin (vs. 22, 23) 

3. Daniel pronounces sentence (vs. 24-28) 


Topics for Development 

Standing Before Kings. I am writing 
this just six days after Dr. Billy Graham 
had the most remarkable recognition of 
his ministry so far.~ After his week of 
crusade meetings in Wembley Stadium 
he was summoned to Windsor Castle to 
preach in the royal chapel before the 
Queen of England and her consort the 
Duke of Edinburgh, the Queen Mother, 
and Princess Margaret. For any 
preacher, such is a perilous hour. The 
danger is that one may seek royal favor 
before divine approval. Many a preacher 
has fallen before the temptation, but 
others have nobly stood for God and right. 
Among these we can think of Elijah, 
Jeremiah, Daniel, and John the Baptist, 
who, even in the presence of kings, re- 
alized that they stood before God. What- 
ever a man’s worldly position, he has 
a right to hear from God’s servant the 
truth by which his soul may be saved. 

The Secret. Our lesson deals with the 
courage of Daniel when he was an old 
man in his eighties. Not long after, in 
the reign of Darius, he faced a still 
severer test, but chose the lions’ den 
rather than be disloyal to God. What 
is the secret of this great courage when 
thus advanced in years? It goes back 
to a decision made when he was but 
a youth, probably in his teens. When 
the course of training in all the learn- 
ing of the Chaldees, offered to certain 
of the exiles of the upper class, carried 
with it sustenance from the king's table, 
these Hebrew youths were confronted 
with a moral and religious crisis. Meat 
and drink from the king’s table would 
certainly mean items of diet which were 
not allowed by the Law of Moses, and 
it is almost certain that the king’s meat 
would be “sanctified” by having been 
offered to the idols. In this situation 
“Daniel purposed in his heart that he 
would not defile himself” (1:8). That 
firm decision made in youth gave direc- 
tion to Daniel’s life from which he never 
deviated. Had he failed then, we should 
have had no record of his heroism be- 
fore Nebuchadnezzar (chap. 4), before 
Belshazzar (chap. 5), and before Darius 
(chap, 6). The decisions and purposes 
of youth are determining factors in all 
afterlife. 


Practical Applications 

“The Child is father of the Man.” 
Teach the children to stand bravely for 
Jesus Christ, and they will grow to be 
courageous men of God. 

Royal favor is good so long as we 
do not purchase it at the cost of divine 
approval. 

Kings and princes are also dust. “Who 
art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid 
of a man that shall die” (Isa. 51:12). 
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Let the fear of the Lord possess your 
heart, and you will have no need to fear 
man. 

Men and kingdoms stand only until 
God says, “It is finished.” 


Golden Text 


Rom. 14:21.—“It is good neither to eat 
flesh, nor to drink wine . . . whereby 
thy brother . .. is made weak.” Our 
own personal pleasure or benefit is not 
a final criterion of conduct. We must 
consider its effect on others, and order 
our ways accordingly. Cain’s question, 
“Am I my brother’s keeper?” is never 
in order for the Christian. 

ELmMuurst, ILL, 

we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTeD HyMNS 


“Here From the World We Turn” 
“Yield Not to Temptation” 
“Dare To Be a Daniel” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy and 
merciful Father, the source and support 
of our life, we gratefully own Thy con- 
stant goodness and mercy. Unify our 
hearts in seeking always to please Thee. 
Forgive us that we have, every one, 
turned to his own way, and deliver us 
from such self-will and folly. Make us 
delight to do Thy will. Keep us ever 
on guard against the snares of Satan 
and the temptations of life that we be 
not overcome by them. Help us to do 
the good we should, to be to others kind 
and good, especially that we may be 
thoughtful, helpful, and cheerful in our 
homes and our daily associations. De- 
liver those who are in trouble, and lead 
all who bear burdens beyond their 
strength to seek Thyself as the great 
Burden-bearer. Prosper all who work 
to bring the Gospel to sinners, and let 
a great wave of repentance sweep over 
this and other nations. Open our eyes 
to Thy truth today and our hearts to 
Thy control, and hear us for Thy mercy’s 
sake, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—It was as if Amer- 
ica should fall before Russia when Baby- 
lon fell before Persia, one great power 
going down before another. And it is 
important to see that liquor had a part 
in Babylon’s fall. While Belshazzar and 
his lords feasted and caroused, the 
enemy was at the gate. And the foe 
outside had an ally inside the city— 
alcohol. Babylon’s rulers were drunk 
when they most needed to be at 
their keenest and best to resist the 
foe. But men and nations still re- 
peat the folly of Belshazzar. Liquor 
played its part in Germany’s defeat in 
World War I. A great German offensive 
in 1918 was delayed by widespread 
drunkenness when German troops looted 
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French wine cellars. This gave the 
French time to reinforce, and before the 
year was out Germany was defeated. 
But in World War II the tables were 
turned and the French breakdown early 
in that war was largely due to drunk- 
enness among young French soldiers. 
So modern men are as foolish about 
liquor as men in Belshazzar’s time. Men 
now, as then, ignore the fact that 


DRINK Destroys MEN 


LET IT ALONE 














“wine is a mocker, strong drink is rag- 
ing: and whosoever is deceived thereby 
is not wise” (Prov. 20:1). 

If you are wise, you will not be taken 
in by the liquor advertisements and all 
that liquor makers and sellers do to 
glamorize drinking. It remains a great 
curse in the lives of many, and the only 
sure way to avoid that curse in your 
life is to set yourself firmly to refuse 
ever to drink any alcoholic beverages 
at all. Be a pledged total abstainer. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner. 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Then Daniel answered .. , I will 
read the writing .. .” (Dan, 5:17).— 
Others had been given the opportunity 
to read that which the finger of a man’s 
hand had written over against the can- 
dlestick upon the plaster of the wall of 
the king’s palace, but had failed to do it. 

Daniel was not at the licentious orgy, 
but had to be called in. Without hesi- 
tation and without reservation, he said, 
“I will read the writing unto the king, 
and make known to him the interpre- 
tation.” He knew how to read his Lord’s 
handwriting. 

He read and interpreted the mystic 
writing without thought of reward. He 
had accepted position and honor from 
Nebuchadnezzar, but the gifts and honors 
proffered by a debauched and idolatrous 
person, he brushed aside. 

Before reading and interpreting the 
writing, he reviewed the dealings of God 
with Nebuchadnezzar, the grandfather of 
Belshazzar; then reproved him by say- 
ing: “Thou... hast not humbled thine 
heart, though thou knewest all this.” In- 
stead of humbling his heart, he allowed 
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Lesson for August 14 


it to be lifted up with pride. As has 
been said, “All sin is sin, but guilt is 
proportionate to knowledge.” The king’s 
sins were not sins of ignorance. In spite 
of all he knew, he defied the living God. 

He had all the time between the mo- 
ment he acquired that knowledge up 
to the moment then present to repent 
and humble himself before the God who 
had shown Himself to be the living and 
true God. 

God in grace lingered—He is long- 
suffering, not willing that any should 
perish—but there is a limit, as we 
learned in a previous lesson (2 Chron. 
36:16). In all likelihood, Belshazzar 
even knew that Jeremiah had predicted 
that Babylon would be overthrown in 
the days of Nebuchadnezzar’s grand- 
son (Jer. 27:7). He was that grandson, 
and this was the time for national re- 
pentance in dust and ashes. Instead a 
drunken, royal revel was in full swing! 
Judgment fell! 

Sin has been likened to cancer, and 
the likeness is more perfect than many 
think. This virulent, spreading cancer 
gets its name from its semblance to 
the crab—the idea being a living dis- 
ease. Sin is not so much like a rotten 
branch which may be easily blown off 
with the fair winds of more favorable 
circumstances. It is far more like a 
living, crawling, poisonous crab in the 
soul of man—and requires nothing less 
than the precious sin-cleansing blood 
of the Saviour. 

“. . the God in whose hand thy 
breath is . . . hast thou not glorified” 
(Dan. 5:23).—He had defiantly taken 
the vessels which originally had been 
set apart for service in the Temple ‘at 
Jerusalem, filled them with wine, and 
then “praised the gods of silver, and 
gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, 
which see not, nor hear, nor know.” 

The scandalous profanation of the holy 
vessels of God’s Temple put to shame the 
God who held Belshazzar’s breath in 
His hands. In addition to our Having 
creation, conscience, and the Holy Scrip- 
tures as witnesses, God expects us to 
consider His providential dealings with 
others, and with ourselves. Failure to 
do this increases our guilt before God. 

“He giveth to all life, and breath, and 
all things” (Acts 17:25); hence it is not 
to be wondered at that in His hand “is 
the soul of every living thing, and the 
breath of all mankind” (Job 12:10). He 
has a right to expect that all to whom 
He has given breath will glorify Him. 
For man’s chief end should be “to glo- 
rify God, and to enjoy him for ever.” 

A New York preacher said, “One of 
our most venerated and far-seeing citi- 
zens recently remarked to me that in 
his eighty years of active life, he had 
never seen such an orgy of lawlessness 
as that through which we are now liv- 
ing.” 

Startled into thoughtfulness by that 
remark, the preacher made some inter- 
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esting discoveries. He could not recall 
ever having preached a sermon on obe- 
dience. And in his library were plenty 
of discourses on freedom, on happiness, 
but rarely any on submission to God. 

Gradually, this New York preacher 
came to the frightful conclusion that 
our orgy of lawlessness is not a postwar 
psychological reaction, but rather the 
result of a deep-rooted habit of thought 
in the spiritual realm. He discovered 
that though one-third of our Lord’s 
teachings declares God’s judgment of 
disobedience is certain, unexpected, and 
very awful, he had been keeping silent 
on the subject for years. Many other 
preachers need to make the same dis- 
covery. 

“.. MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHAR- 
SIN” (Dan. 5:25).—‘“Mene; God hath 
numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. 
Tekel; Thou art weighed in the bal- 
ances, and art found wanting. Peres 
{alludes to the similar word Persia]; 
Thy kingdom is divided, and given to 
the Medes and Persians.” 

A brief, but tragic message—“num- 
bered,” “weighed,” “divided.” God had 
numbered the years of the Babylonian 
Empire, and finished it, The king him- 
self was weighed in God’s accurate 
balances—and divine justice is not 
blindfolded—and was found wanting in 
humility, in repentance, in faith. The 
kingdom was given that night to the 
Medes and Persians. The first Gentile 
world empire ended in a drunken 
orgy! The head of gold gave way to 
the breast and arms of silver (Dan. 2). 

“In that night was Belshazzar the king 
of the Chaldeans slain.” What a hor- 
rible thing to go into Eternity in a 
drunken stupor! 

Judge Gemmell of the Chicago Munic- 
ipal Court said: “Liquor is the mother 
of crime. It gives life and sustenance 
to slums, dives, brothels, gambling dens, 
and pay-off joints. It nerves to his deed 
the homicide, the stick-up man, the 
burglar, the thief, and the thug. 

“I have tried 50,000 human derelicts, 
most of whom were liquor-soaked. With 
faces red and bloated, eyes dull and 
languid, bodies weak and wasted, cloth- 
ing foul and ragged, this vast army is 
forever marching with unsteady step 
to the graves of drunkards and the pau- 
per, or to the prison.” 

The Gospel of Christ is God’s power 
to their salvation, as well as to all other 
classes of humanity, if they will believe 
it. Let us not withhold it from them. 

Wawona, CALIF, 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, “TEKEL” was an awful 

jolt to Belshazzar. It is hard to 
imagine a calamity greater than being 
“weighed .. . and found wanting.” That 
is the news that “TEKEL” brought, like 
a bolt from the blue sky, to the king of 
great Babylon while he drank and made 
merry at his feast. 


It was “Ladies’ Night.” 
sweethearts were there, besides the 
“thousand of his lords.” Ofttimes the 
presence of the ladies seems to inspire 
a man to do something to show off— 
like Tom Sawyer, turning handsprings 
when Becky Thatcher passed by. And 
if the ladies are not such as command 
respect, a fellow is apt to do something 
foolish—even wicked. This is especially 
so if wine is flowing—and it was surely 
flowing that night in the banquet hall 
at Babylon. 

So the young king was not, satisfied 
with the usual toasts to Merodach, the 
supreme Babylonian god, in the royal 
drinking vessels; but as an extra caper 
he must send for the sacred golden and 
silver vessels which his grandfather, 
Nebuchadnezzar, had stripped from the 
Temple in Jerusalem, and have all the 
company drink from them to the gods 
of gold and silver and brass and iron 
and wood and stone. He would show 
them just how little he cared for the 
God of Israel. 

Now, fellows, here’s a strange thing. 
Surely Belshazzar was not ignorant of 
what had happened only a few years 
before to Nebuchadnezzar who had de- 
fied this same God of Israel, and how he 
was utterly defeated and cast down. 
Read the story in the third and fourth 
chapters of Daniel; and do not fail to 
see the closing words of the defeated 
but enlightened king, in verses 34 to 37 
of the fourth chapter, the last of which 
reads: “Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise 
and extol and honour the King of 
heaven, all whose works are truth, and 
his ways judgment: and those that walk 
in pride he is able to abase” (v. 37). 
These things were on record. The queen 
remembered them; why not the king? 
Can one imagine such folly? On he 
went to his destruction. 

And the hand appeared—that just, but 
terrible hand—and wrote upon the wall 
of the banquet hall: “T-E-K-E-L,” in- 
terpreted by Daniel to mean, “Thou art 
weighed in the balances, and art found 
wanting.” 

The record says that Belshazzar was 
so startled and frightened “that the 
joints of his loins were loosed, and his 
knees smote one against another.” He 
hastily called for his astrologers and 
soothsayers, and told them, “Whosoever 
shall read this wtiting, and shew me 
the interpretation thereof, shall be 
clothed with scarlet, and have a chain 


All the king’s 
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of gold about his neck, and shall be the 
third ruler in the kingdom.” But the 
wise men were as much confounded as 
the king and all his company. Then 
it was that the queen mother came into 
the banquet hall to suggest that the king 
call on Daniel to interpret the writing. 
So Daniel was called and he gave the 
interpretation as found in verses 26 to 
28. And the record states, “In that night 
was Belshazzar the king of the Chal- 
deans slain.” 

We are not thinking so much about 
Daniel as we are considering the man 
who was weighed and found wanting; 
the man who need not have been found 
wanting if he had had sense enough to 
stop and think a moment; if he had 
béen wise enough to profit by the les- 
son his predecessor had learned and had 
spread upon the records. Let us get 
our lesson out of this from Belshazzar. 
For we are apt to make the same mis- 
take he made. We may fail to profit 
by the dearly bought experiences of our 
fathers. 

A king should weigh a lot, you would 
say; and that is true. And you should 
weigh a lot. God has graciously given 
you the means for adding weight every 
day, and strength of muscle and mind 
—and SPIRIT. If you were put into 
the balances just now, how would you 
be found—weighing or wanting? Ask 
yourself the question, and answer it 
in the light of God’s clear Word; answer 
it in the light of His gifts to you; an- 
swer it in the light of what you know 
you ought to be, 

Daniel weighed in with God. Daniel 
kept close to God through prayer, and 
through an uncompromising stand for 
the right and against everything that 
would impair his usefulness to God. And 
God could use him. God did use him 
mightily. He was not found wanting. 

Beware the Belshazzar way. Dare 
to be a Daniel. 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C, 
ne 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
When Spurgeon Renounced Smoking. 

—It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to 
drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy 
brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is 
made weak (Rom. 14:21, Golden Text). 
Many Christians have made excufes for 
their smoking by stating that arles 
H. Spurgeon smoked. A Baptist min- 
ister who had been the chief secretary 
of Mr. Spurgeon told this story of him. 
“One Saturday morning he went out 
for a walk, and when he came back 
he said to me: ‘I saw in a shop window 
down the street a can of tobacco, and 
on a printed card placed over it these 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


words, “Spurgeon’s tobacco.”’ Then he 
added: ‘When the Lord calls me Home, 
shall I be remembered by the tobacco 
I smoke or the Lord I preach? I can 
never again smoke to the glory of God.’ 
He immediately picked up all of his 
smoking paraphernalia and threw it 
upon the fire. For nine months, to the 
day of his departure to Glory, he never 
smoked again.” — From -. Good News 
Broadcaster. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Richmond, Kans. 


Something Needed To Stay at the Top. 
—But when his heart was lifted up, 
and his mind hardened in pride, he was 
deposed from his kingly throne, and 
they took his glory from him (Dan. 5: 
20). A workman of unusual ability was 
given several promotions until he was 
manager of the plant in which he once 
was errand boy, but the success he en- 
joyed made him proud, and the men 
under him hated him. One day one of 
the older men said to him: “Charlie, 
listen to me. You are a clever lad, 
and I realize it, and also that you had 
real ability to get to the high place 
you’re in today. But there’s something 
you’ve forgotten.” “And what’s that?” 
asked the manager. “It’s a very old 
proverb,” was the answer, “ ‘Ability will 
help you reach the top, but you'll need 
character to stay there,’ and there’s 
something else: you need to acknowl- 
edge the One who gave you the ability.” 
—As told by the workman. Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


Surprising Comparison.—But when his 
heart was lifted up, and his mind hard- 
ened in pride, he was deposed from his 
kingly throne, . . . and his heart was 
made like the beasts (Dan. 5:20, 21). 
Croesus, king of Lydia, who felt pre- 
sumptuously proud on account of his 
power and riches, had dressed himself 
one day in his utmost splendor of apparel 
and royal ornaments, and seating himself 
on his throne, exhibited himself to 
Solon, as comprehending within him- 
self the sum and substance of worldly 
glory. Said he to the Grecian sage, 
“Have you ever,beheld a spectacle more 
august?” “I have,” was the answer; 
“there is neither a pheasant in our fields, 
nor a peacock in our courtyard, nor a 
cock on our dunghill that does not sur- 
pass you in glory!”—From the Illustrator. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


A Puzzled Agnostic.—Till he knew 
that the most high God ruled in the 
kingdom of men (Dan. 5:21). An agnos- 
tic set out to save a drunkard from his 
besetting sin, just to prove that it was 
possible to do so without the aid of re- 
ligion. He found the task much harder 
than he had imagined, for no appeals to 
his manhood, or arguments about the 
power of mind arid will had any effect. 
The drunkard had lost all strength to 
resist temptation, and his would-be sav- 
ior found he had to be with him con- 
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stantly, and even take him by the arm 
to get him past a public house. Still 
the optimistic unbeliever persevered, 
declaring that eventually he would save 
him without any Christian help. One 
day a friend met him alone, and asked 
him how the experiment was going on. 
He replied: “I was doing fairly well 
when a group of fellows singing at a 
street corner got hold of him. I don’t 
really know what happened, but some- 
how they persuaded him to kneel and 
pray with them. Anyway, he can pass 
a public house by himself now.”—Told 
by Dr. T. R. Glover. Sent by the Rev. 
C. N. Hillyer, London, Eng. ~ 


His Need for Humbling Reminders.— 
Thou ... hast not humbled thine heart, 
. . , but hast lifted up thyself against 
the Lord of heaven (Dan. 5:22, 23). A 
certain French marquis was raised to 
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Lesson for August 14 


his grand and exalted state from very 
humble surroundings. He had been a 
shepherd in his earlier days, and so, in 
his palace, he had one room known as 
“the shepherd’s room.” In that room 
were reproductions of hills and valleys 
and running streams and rocks and 
sheepfolds. Here were the staff he had 
carried and the clothes he had worn as 
a lad when herding his sheep. When 
asked one day the meaning of this, he 
replied, “If ever my heart is tempted to 
haughtiness and pride, I go into that 
room and remind myself of what I once 
was.” Such humility would have saved 
Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar.—From 


the London Sunday School Times. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 
“Where There’s Drink.”—But hast 


lifted up thyself against the Lord of 
heaven; and they have brought the ves- 
sels of his house before thee, and thou, 
and thy lords, thy wives, and thy con- 
cubines, have drunk wine in them; and 


’ thou hast praised the gods of silver, and 


gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, 
which see not, nor hear, nor know: and 
the God in whose hand thy breath is, 
and whose are all thy ways, hast thou 
not glorified (Dan. 5:23). 

Write it on the schoolhouse door, 

Write it on the office floor, 

Write it once, and write it o’er, 

Write it, and then underscore— 

“Where there’s drink there's danger!” 


Write it on the common way, 
Write it where the children play, 
Write it where a man breaks the sod, 
Write it in the name of God— 

“Where there’s drink there’s danger!” 


Write it high, write it low, 
Write it quick, write it slow, 
Write it here, write it there, 
Write it yonder, everywhere— 

“Where there’s drink there’s danger!” 
—Author unknown. Sent by Mrs. A. E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


The Message of a Clock.—God hath 
numbered thy kingdom, and finished it 
(Dan. 5:26). In the nave of one of the 
great cathedrals of Europe there is a 
justly renowned astronomical clock. 
This clock not only preaches from hour 
to hour on the solemn passage of time, 
but, if the parts are kept in repair, will 
mark the eclipses of the sun as long 
as the earth rolls. At noon the twelve 
apostles emerge and pass in reverent 
procession before the figure of Christ, 
who lifts His hand to bless them. In 
the center are four figures, each one 
holding a hammer, representing the four 
ages of life; and in the midst of them 
stands Death. At ‘the first quarter a 
child lifts his little hammer and strikes 
the time. At the half hour rosy youth 
lifts his happy arm and strikes the sec- 
ond quarter. At the three-quarter hour 
scber manhood lifts his robust arm and 
strikes the third quarter. Then old age 


lifts his feeble and decrepit arm, and 
with his hammer strikes the fourth 
quarter, 


When he has finished, Death 
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lifts his hammer and strikes the hour. 
To stand and watch the figures strike 
the quarter hours, one after the other, 
and then to see Death lift his hammer 
and strike is subduing, impressive, sol- 
emnizing. You wonder when the final 
stroke will come for you. What are you 
doing with that.portion of time that 
has been loaned to you?—Condensed 
from “Strange Texts but Grand Truths,” 
by Clarence E. Macartney. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


UR lesson this morning is on being 

true to our convictions. Daniel, 
the prophet we are studying today, was 
true to his convictions in the face of a 
corrupt court, jealous enemies, and great 
political upheavals. 

Last week we read the first four verses 
of the Book of Daniel, where we found 
the background of this boy and his three 
friends. These young princes were 
taken to Babylon the first time Nebu- 
chadnezzar besieged Jerusalem, because 
they were handsome and unusually in- 
telligent. Now read Daniel 1:5-9. These 
lads were to study for three years in 
the Chaldean language, then take an 
examination to see which ones were 
most fitted for positions of responsi- 
bility. 

During these three years all the stu- 
dent princes were to be given food and 
wine from the king’s table. This food 
would be very delicious, but it was al- 
ways first offered to idols. Daniel was 
determined to have nothing whatever 
to do with the idol worship of Babylon. 
He was going to be true to God at 
all costs. Notice it says that he “pur- 
posed in his heart that he would not 
defile himself with the portion of the 
king’s meat, nor with the wine which 
he drank.” He did not say, “It’s too 
bad we have to do this thing, but every- 
body else is doing it.” No, he decided 
that he would not do it, because it was 
wrong. Then he proceeded to act on 
his convictions. He asked the man in 
authority to excuse him from eating 
and drinking what the king ordered. 
This took two kinds of courage. It took 
courage to decide to give up all the 
tempting food, and to face eating pulse 
every meal every day for three years. 
If you don’t think that’was hard to do, 
try living on nothing but bread or 
porridge for even one week. It also 
took courage to face the man in author- 
ity with this request. It might have made 
him angry and brought Daniel severe 
punishment, for this could have been in- 
terpreted as a rebellious attitude. But 
Daniel made the request anyway, re- 
gardless of the risk. 

Now here’s something to notice about 
Daniel: he had the courage of his con- 
victions, but he was also lovable. True, 
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it says here that God had made the 
man in authority love him. But later 
on in this same Book we find Daniel 


called “greatly beloved.” Girls, the 
ability to hold fast to our convictions 
and yet to be lovable is something worth 
striving for. Some people are true to 
their convictions, but so “ornery” that 
no one wants to be like them. Others 
are so anxious to be agreeable that they 
suppress their convictions. Neither of 
these ways is God’s pattern for Chris- 
tian character. That pattern is found 
in absolute perfection in the Lord Jesus, 
who was “full of grace and truth.” Al- 
though Daniel lived about six hundred 
years before Christ came to earth, he 
achieved this balance of character in 
greater degree than most of ug living 
today. In every instance in this Book 
we find Daniel true to his convictions, 
yet greatly beloved! 

You girls probably remember that the 
man in authority agreed to a ten-day 
trial of the pulse diet. How did it turn: 
out? (Daniel and his friends looked 
healthier and handsomer than all the 
others.) Yes, and so they were allowed 
to continue on it. ‘These four young 
men gave up pleasant food for God. 
Then He gave them knowledge and skill 
in all learning and wisdom. God always 
gives us something better than what 
we gave up for Him. 

Now turn to Daniel 5:1-4. This took 
place about seventy years later, so that 
now Daniel is an old man. Nebuchad- 
nezzar had thought a great deal of Dan- 
iel, but after his death different kings 
reigned and now his grandson Belshaz- 
zar is on the throne. What a contrast 
this worthless king is to the godly man 
Daniel! Daniel would not defile him- 
self with the king’s wine. Belshazzar. 
actually gives a drunken feast defiling 
himself, and his family and one thou- 
sand of his lords! Worst of all, he takes 
the golden vessels dedicated to the Lord 
long before, and uses them for this 
drunken feast, praising his idols while he 
does this wicked thing! While he is hav- 
ing this unholy revelry, the enemies of his 
country are secretly entering his capital. 
The hour of judgment has struck, but 
the drunken feasters are unconscious 
of it. Suddenly they see the fingers of 
a man’s hand write something on the 
wall. To see only fingers writing must 
have been eerie, but the words were 
also mysterious. The terrified king 
sent for all his wise men to read the 
writing, but they could not. Then the 
queen mother came into the banquet 
room and recommended Daniel. The 
king sent for him immediately, promis- 
ing him great rewards if he could read 
and explain the writing. 

Now let us read verses 17-28. (Why 
does it say the last word was “Uphar- 
sin” in verse 25, and “Peres” in verse 
287) *A good question. Some of you 
have had French or Latin, so you know 
that some languages change their verb 
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forms in different conjugations. I un- 
derstand that both these words are forms 
of the same verb. “Upharsin” means “Di- 
viding,” and “Peres” means “Divided.” 
When the mysterious hand first wrote 
upon the wall, the Chaldean kingdom 
was being divided by the armed soldiers 
who were about to take Babylon. By 
the time Belshazzar got Daniel to inter- 
pret the writing, the kingdom was al- 
ready divided and the Medes and Per- 
sians swarming into the city. That very 
night they entered the palace, killed 
Belshazzar, and took over the kingdom. 

After this, when Darius the Mede be- 
came king, Danie] still stood true to 
his convictions, for it was under Darius 
that he was put into the den of lions 
because he kept on praying to the liv- 
ing God. Darius had tried his best to 
get out of sentencing Daniel, and when 
he could not avoid it, came early in the 
morning to the lions’ den shouting down 
to Daniel with .great concern. Darius 
the Mede loved the old man Daniel, as 
the Babylonians had loved him in his 
boyhood. Because of his holy life and 
sweet disposition, Daniel the prophet 
was greatly beloved not only by men, 
but by God Himself. May we follow 
Daniel’s example. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Dare To Stand Alone 
(Dan, 1:3-6, 8, 11, 12, 15, 19) 
HO can think of some pictures 
to draw to help the rest of the 
class remember our last lesson? (If 
there is no response, the teacher might 
sketch an Oriental house—a square with 
a dome above—a couple rows of plants, 
and write “70” to suggest Jeremiah’s let- 
ter to the exiles.) 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego did 
not wait till they were grown-up men 
to be brave! There is another story 
about them, and their pal and leader, 
Daniel, when they were not much older 
than you, probably twelve or fourteen. 
It wasn’t easy! You see, these four, 
along with other Jewish boys, had been 
picked out to be trained for govern- 
ment jobs under King Nebuchadnezzar 
of Babylon. Three years they would 
go to school and learn the Chaldean 
(Babylonian) language and many hard 
studies. But they were going to be the 
king’s men. So he had them fed the 
same kind of rich foods and wines that 
he had himself. Pretty fine, wasn’t it? 
Not for Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, it wasn’t. Some of the 
king’s fpod had been offered and some 
of the wine poured out to the king's idol 
god. Besides, some of the food was not 
the kind Jews should eat. To eat it 
would make them unclean. Daniel made 
up his mind he would not eat it. But 
he was polite about it. Who knows the 
story? 

Can you imagine what the other boys, 
even the other Jewish boys, said when 
Daniel and his friends had just vege- 
tables and water, while the others had 
all the nice food and wine? Just the 
same kind of things that are said now 
when boys or girls do not do what the 
rest of the crowd does! Maybe you 
know. The other fellows were trying 
out some cigarettes, but you wouldn't. 
The other girls were going in for a sun- 
dae after school, but Mother had told 
you not to go and get sweets there. The 
rest of the gang is going to see a cer- 
tain “show,” but your parents will not 
let you go. #fhe other boys play ball 
on Sunday, but you go to Sunday school. 


“Daniel purposed in his heart that he* 


would not defile himself.” He did not 
have a father or mother there to help 
him do right. “Teach me thy way, O 
Lord, and lead me in a plain path” 
(Psa, 27:11, Memory Verse). David 
knew that when his father and mother 
could no longer help him, the Lord 
would guide him (Psa. 27:10). He also 
knew there were plenty of others who 
would try to get him to go wrong ways 
and get him into trouble. So he prayed, 
“Teach me thy way, O Lord.” Daniel 
knew what God’s way about that food 
and wine was. So he did it all by 
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himself, and three others followed with 
him. If you have a Christian father and 
mother, the Lord will lead you by them 
as well as by the Bible. But, anyway, 
you have the Bible. (Print each ref- 
erence on a different liquor ad: Prov, 
20:1; 23:31, 32; Isa. 5:11; Jer, 35:5, 6; 
Hab. 2:15; Eph. 5:18. And on cigarette 
ads print: 1 Cor. 3:16, 17; Rom. 14:21.) 


Shall we use the Golden Text (Rom. 
14:21) or Proverbs 20:1 for the poster 
verse for the week? Listen to the Bible 
—not to what ads or radio or television 
or the gang say. Because Daniel and 
his friends chose God’s way, do you 
know what happened at exam time? in 
the fire? in the lions’ den? I cannot tell 
you yet how the story will come out 
for you, but no doubt it will be exciting 
if you begin being brave to go God's 
way when you are still young, as they 
did. 

Dare to be a Daniel! 
Dare to stand alone! 
Dare to have a purpose firm! 
Dare to make it known! 
Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AVE you ever realized, dear teacher, 

what a tremendous responsibility 
is yours? You have accepted the min- 
istry of an extremely important office 
—that of teaching the Primaries. May 
it be said of each child who sits under 
your teaching, even as it was of Tim- 
othy, “That from a child thou hast 
known the holy scriptures, which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus” 
(2 Tim, 3:15). 

On the very day in which this lesson 
is being prepared, the local newspaper, 
the Lancaster New Era, carried this 
thought-provoking article about a 
Primary-age boy. The headline an- 
nounces: “DENVER PoLice ENp Boy's 
‘RACKET,’” and it is datelined Denver. 

Police put a stop to what they called 
the youngest con game in Denver. 
woman reported her son told her a 
young friend of his was selling mari- 
juana cigarets. 

Police picked up a 14-year-old boy 
with two cigarets. He said he had 
bought them from an_ 8-year-old 
friend. The 14-year-old bragged that 
he had a bargain, too. The 8-year-old 
charged him only 50 cents each. The 
going price for marijuana cigarets is 
about $1.25. 

Police started after the 8-year-old 
for a good stiff talk with the boy and 
his parents. Meanwhile, Detective 
John Moritzky examined the cigarets. 
They contained nothing but black tea. 
Here, then, is a Primary-age young- 

ster, schooled in the ways of the world. 
He knows about marijuana. He knows 
how to simulate cigarets. He can fake 
a drug out of tea leaves. 


Dr. Wilbur Smith in his “Peloubet’s 
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Lesson for August 14 


Notes,” writes, “The papers record an 
announcement made before the Institute 
of Scientific Studies for the Prevention 
of Alcoholism that more than 50% of 
all boys in America of high school age 
are already regularly drinking alcoholic 
beverages.” 

Do take your teaching task seriously, 


teacher. You are laying the important 
foundations. Remember Isaiah’s decla- 
ration: “Whom shall he teach knowl- 


edge? and whom shall he make to un- 
derstand doctrine? them that are weaned 
from the milk, and drawn from the 
breasts. For precept must be upon pre- 
cept, precept upon precept; line upon line, 
line upon, line; here a little, and there 
a little’ (28:9, 10). 





Once in the long ago, God’s people 
were carried away as captives to an- 
other land. God had allowed this pun- 
ishment to come on all the people—the 
good and the bad—because many, many 
of the men and women were worshiping 
false, make-believe gods. Among those 
who were taken away was a very young 
man whose name was Daniel. Daniel 
was different from many of the others 
who were being punished. He did not 
bow down and pray to idols which the 
people called gods. He loved and wor- 
shiped and prayed to the true and living 
God—God, the Father, in Heaven. Why? 
Because when he was the age of you 
boys (and younger, too, no doubt!), he 
had been taught always to worship and 
love his Heavenly Father. And he never, 
never forgot the things that he had 
learned. 

Daniel and three of his friends refused 
to have anything to do with the things 
that had to do with idol worship. They 
were very careful about this. So care- 
ful, in fact, that when the king wanted 
them to eat his special food and drink 
his very own wine, the young men re- 
fused to do so. You see, it was the 
custom at that time to offer some of the 
king’s food: to idols. For anyone to eat 
of that food meant that they, too, were 
worshiping the idol. So it was that 
Daniel and his friends did not want 
to eat and drink the king’s food. 

The king’s servant who was in charge 
of the four young men said that he 
would get in trouble with the king if 
they refused to eat that food. Said he: 
“You will get to look sick. And that 
will displease the king.” Daniel prom- 
ised that if, after eating vegetables only 
for ten days, he and his friends looked 
sick, they would then eat the king’s 
food. But more than anything else, Dan- 
iel wanted to obey the true and living 
God whom he loved and worshiped. . 

And do you know what happened? 
Though their food was not nearly as 
good as they could have had, when the 
ten days were’ up, God their Father 
had cared for them so wonderfully that 
they looked healthier than .any of the 
other captives. When boys and girls 
and men and women love and obey God, 
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He always cares for them, protects them, 
and honors them. How happy Daniel 
was that he had gladly obeyed the Lord 
God of Heaven! 

LANCASTER, Pa. 

we 
This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 599) 

1. The first group, taken in the reign 
of Jehoiakim (Dan. 1:1). 

2. Nebuchadnezzar. 

3. The opportunity to be trained for 
life in the court of Babylon (1:3, 4). 

4. Governor of Babylon. (2:48). 

5. Belshazzar (5:30, 31), but he was 
really regent for his father, Nabonidus, 
who had retired to Arabia. 

6. Probably in his eighties, for it was 
nearly seventy years after he was taken 
captive. - 

7. The occasion when Nebuchadnezzar 
was driven from his throne to live like 
a wild beast (5:20, 21, and chap. 4). 

8. By using the vessels which Nebu- 
chadnezzar had taken from the Temple, 
as common drinking cups. 

9. They were symbolic words, which 
could be understood only by revelation. 

10. Cyrus, who put Darius over the 
province of Babylon with the royal title. 

ELMuurstT, ILL, 
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Temperance Notes for Men 
(Continued from page 597) 


ticle on alcoholism in France. Such in- 
stances are rare Only because publishers 
are as a rule unwilling to take risks.” 





Gladkov is a distinguished Russian 
writer who, in July, 1954, contributed to 
Literatournaia Gazeta an article entitled 
“The Worst of Vices.” This is drunkenness. 
He speaks of the revolting tolerance 
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with which it is treated, the amused 
pity. Drunks bump against passers-by, 
insult them, fight among themselves, 
sprawl on the sidewalks, and all these 
horrors are accepted as a habitual and 
inevitable evil. In the drinkshops noise, 


shouts, oaths, quarrels! The next day 
the wage workers are unable to do their 
work properly. In. the streetcars and 
trains drunkards disturb others and ex- 
tort money from them. 

All classes are tainted with the vice, 
even persons occupying important posi- 
tions in the administration. On the 
week of All Souls, when crowds go to 
the cemeteries to remember their dead, 
carts with drink peddle it among the 
people. In many places during parish 
festivals the whole village becomes in- 
toxicated for most of a week. And so 
on for three columns. . 

On the 14th of August, 1954, it was 
announced that the vodka shops were 
to be closed in the great industrial cen- 
ters, that a campaign on a national scale 
was to be waged against alcoholism. 
Would that it might lead back to na- 
tional prohibition! 

In 1915, a year after Russia enacted 
national prohibition, I went to Petro- 
grad to inquire into the matter. Every- 
where it was the same story. 

I was, for example, invited to a con- 
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ference of Russian intellectuals on the 
extraordinary results of Prohibition. 
“You must tell all to hurry,” they said. 
“They have no idea what a wonderful 
thing Prohibition is! It is the only solu- 
tion! It also aids the solution of other 
problems. It needs no long preparation. 
It¢ results are immediate.” 

No sooner was it clear to the people 
what was happening than “petitions in 
boots” began to be formed to go to 
Petrograd to ask the Little Father to 
make Prohibition permanent. From all 
over Russia came also appeals to the 
Holy Synod with the same request. On 
the 27th of April, 1915, the Synod took 
action in a statement signed by the 
Metropolitans of Petrograd, Moscow, 
and Kiev. It was an unqualified com- 
mendation of the results which had fol- 
lowed “this historic measure” and urged 
the entire prohibition of wine and beer 
as well as of vodka. 

“Therefore the Most Holy Synod, 
speaking for both pastors and flocks, 
considers it to be its sacred duty to 
apply to you, Great Monarch, with a 
common prayer that the restrictions upon 
all alcoholic drinks may, in the future, 
retain their active power, for the good 
and salvation of your subjects.” 

The physicians, too, through their 
national organization, the Pirogov So- 
ciety, took the same ground, insisted 
that there had been a great drop in 
mental and venereal diseases as well as 
in suicides, accidents, fires, and crimes. 
Professor Goroliev of the Psycho-neuro- 
logical Institute told me that the bless- 
ings of Prohibition could not be over- 
estimated, that in a quarter century the 
consequences of the nation’s long alco- 
holization would be 4 thing of the past. 

The proposal was even made that a 
great memorial church be built in Petro- 
grad in commemoration of this national 
regeneration. 

But repealed it was. The old vodka 
pump was re-established in order to 
pump capital out of the masses to finance 
the Communist Five Year Plan. 

It was as fatal a disaster as Repeal 
has proved to be in the United States! 


Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


By Helen G. H. Estelle 
President, Woman's Christien Temperance Union 
of the State of New York 

Lamps do not talk, but they do shine. 
A lighthouse sounds no alarm, it beats 
no drum; and yet, far over the waters, 
its friendly spark is seen by mariners. 
So let your action shine out your re- 
ligion. Let the main sermon of your 
life be illustrated by all your conduct. 
—Food for Thought. 


Save That Man’s Life!—The fifty mil- 
lion drinkers of this country contribute 
vastly more than their proportionate 
share of deaths on the roads, and kill 
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others who do not drink. The non- 
drinkers constitute the majority of the 
American people. In self-defense and 
for the good of the country, they should 
launch: a campaign to persuade every 
driver of an automobile to sign and keep 
a pledge of complete abstinence from 
the use of intoxicating beverages. In 
addition, they should increase penalties 
for drunken driving and make the sellers, 
manufacturers, and advertisérs of in- 
toxicants legally liable for damage done 
to life and property by persons under 
the influence of liquor.—The Christian 
Century. 


OFFICIAL MEMORANDUM 
By ALLAN SHIVERS 
GOVERNOR OF TEXAS 


The welfare of our youth should be 
of paramount concern to every Texan, 
for the protection and training of our 
youth is a sacred responsibility, 

The fature of our boys and girls de- 
pends basically upon the education and 
training we give them and upon the 
example we set for them. 

Temperance is a Christian duty. It 
is a recorded medical fact that intem- 
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perance and overindulgence in any form 
shortens the span of human life. In- 
temperance can result in broken bodies 
and broken homes. It is one of the chief 
causes for increases in the crime rate. 

The adult citizen who accepts his re- 
sponsibility and recognizes the youth of 
our state as our greatest resource not 
only discharges one of his duties as a 
citizen but also lends stability and en- 
couragement to our future citizens. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, as Governor of 
Texas, do hereby designate the week of 
April 24-30, 1955, as 

YoutTH TEMPERANCE EDUCATION WEEK 
in Texas, and urge all our citizens to 
consider the advantages of temperance 
teaching and the formation of temperate 
habits to themselves, their families, and 
their fellow citizens. 


« 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 14 


2. God’s Heavens 
(Psa. 8:3-5; 19:1-6) 


OR this second in the series, “Les- 

sons From Great Sources,” it will 
not be easy to arrange an outdoor meet- 
ing at a time when the starry heavens can 
be observed, for, in many areas, day- 
light saving time will be in effect. Per- 
haps you can plan to hold your meeting 
after the Sunday evening service, or 
on some weekday night. However, 
many of your group will doubtless be 
vacationing during some part of the sum. 
mer at spots where the stars can be seen 
without the interference of bright lights, 
and so this meeting can be planned to 
prepare them for a deeper appreciation 
of God’s power and glory when the 
opportunity arises later, 


If you had never seen a watch, but 
while hiking on your vacation, you 
found one, lying on the ground and tick- 
ing away steadily, and then you opened 
the case and saw the beautifully made 
series of wheels and springs and ob- 
served their rhythmic motion, marking 
perfect time, surely you would not con- 
clude that such an intricate piece of 
mechanism “just happened.” You would 
be convinced that some skillful artisan 
had designed and made this wonderful 
tiny machine, and you would know that 
the maker must be far more wonderful 
than the machine he had made, 


Just so, as you look up into the 
heavens, and see the thousands of shin- 
ing stars and watch their regular ap- 
parent movement across the sky each 
night, and as you learn from the astron- 
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omer that these are gigantie suns, most 
of which are far greater than our own 
sun, you must be dull indeed if you are 
not convinced that all this display of 
celestial glory did not “just happen,” 
but, as the Psalmist exclaims in the 
verses chosen for our Scripture lesson, 
is the work of God’s fingers, and de- 
clares His glory. Joseph Addison in 
his famous hymn expresses this truth: 

The spacious firmament on high, 

With all the blue ethereal sky, 

And spangled heavens, a shining frame, 

Their great Original proclaim. 


In reason’s ear they all rejoice, 
And utter forth a glorious voice; 
Forever singing as they shine, 
“The hand that made us is divine.” 


But we need to realize also that the 
heavens do not present a complete reve- 
lation of God. They should point man 
to God and reveal His power and glory, 
but men by stargazing do not find God 
as their loving Redeemer. It required 
the witness of the prophets, and the 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the gift of the Scriptures fully to re- 
veal God as Father and Saviour of man- 
kind. Only by God’s revelation of;Him- 
self does man get to know God fully, 
and to enter into God’s provision for 
redemption and for a daily walk of vic- 
torious living. Mere contemplation of 
the stars leaves man impressed with his 
own insignificance. The written Word 
alone tells man that he is the object of 
God's love and care. 


Nevertheless, the starry heavens have 
often been called the “elder scripture, 
writ by God’s own hand.” Many Bible 
students believe that, as God revealed 
to the patriarchs of old the great truths 
of man’s fall and redemption, and the 
coming of a virgin-born Saviour, first to 
bruise the serpent’s head upon the cross, 
and then to return in power and glory 
to rule and reign, they named the stars 
and constellations so that they would 
be reminders of these truths. Most of 
these original star names have been 
overlaid with the foolish names and 
legends of Greek and Roman mythology, 
with which the stars and constellations 
are labeled today. If, however’, you can 
obtain a copy of “The Gospel in the 
Stars,” by Joseph A, Seiss (United Luth- 
eran Pub, House, Philadelphia 7; $2), 
or can obtain from the library a copy 
of “The Witness of the Stars,” by Ethel- 
bert W. Bullinger, D.D., or “The Hiero- 
glyphics of the Heavens,” by Mrs. Carr- 
Harris, you will find helpful information 
regarding the original star names and 
the stories to be seen in the constella- 
tions. Look up especially the summer 
constellations such as Ophiuchus, Scorpio, 
Sagittarius, Draco, Cygnus, and the like, 
for some of these will be prominent in 
the sky at this particular time of year. 
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by Weldon Crossland 


Effective leaders in your church 
can make its ministry a richer, 
more efficient one. 


If you’ve wondered how you 
can find these better leaders, how 
you can train them, and how you 
can keep them—this “how-to” 
book of principles and practical 
suggestions was written just for 
you. 


The Basic Principles at the 
opening of each chapter state the 
fundamental leadership philoso- 
phy of the discussion, while the 
material which follows gives suc- 
cessful techniques and practical 
plans. Also included are search- 
ing questions to aid you in apply- 
ing these principles to your local 
situation. 


Here is a clear-as-a-picture 
handbook to help you with the 
important personnel problems of 
your church—a guide to increased 
effectiveness in maintaining (and 
improving!) church leadership. $2 


Also by Dr. Crossland: 

A Planned Program for the 
Church Year—$2 

How to Increase Church Member- 
ship and Attendance—$2 

How to Build Up Your Church 
School—$2 

How to Increase Church Income 


At all bookstores 








For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 8 to 14 
Mon.—Daniel 1:1-7. Young Men Tempted. 


PraYER Succestions: “The king ap- 
pointed them a daily provision of the 
king’s meat, and of the wine which he 
drank.” Satan’s temptations are always 
subtile. The enemy of souls is astound; 
ingly wise as to time, manner, and ap- 
peal in his temptations. And only Bible- 
taught souls will be aware of his 
devices, Ashe made it difficult for Daniel 
and his companions to turn down the 
royal courtesies, so the Tempter always 
puts the tempted in a difficult spot. Only 
those who have the fear of God will 
depart from evii. Are you doing your 
utmost to promote reverence for God 
in young minds? Pray for the youth 
all around you, and do your utmost to 
promote awareness of God in their think- 
ing. 

Tues.—Daniel 1:8-13. A Test Proposed. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Prove thy serv- 
ants, I beseech thee, ten days.” It can 
be shown that it is best always to do 
what God wants done. Like Daniel and 
his companions, keep right on proving 
that the right course is the best course 
in life. You don’t need a little sample 
of the different diseases to know that 
they are bad; so keep as far away from 
exposure to evil as you can. Let all 
young folks remember the wise words 
of Solomon: “Trust in the Lord with 
all thine heart; and lean not unto thine 
own understanding. In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct 
thy paths” (Prov. 3:5, 6). Pray for the 
young people of your church and com- 
munity. 


Wed.—Daniel 1:14-21. 
Temperate Living Rewarded. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The king com- 
muned with them; and among them all 
was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah: therefore stood 
they before the king.” Living according 
to the will of God pays in every way. 
Daniel and his companions are God’s 
samples of virile, godly young manhood. 
And our young men will do well to 
join the .“Daniel’s Band.” Unless the 
body is made to behave, your body will 














On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages te plan their buying. Thus they 
know what te buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
ef importance te you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 


)___________________________ 
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Pray for the 


make your soul its slave. 
young men about you; and do what you 
can to put them in the way of minding 
God, 


Thurs.—Daniel 5:1-4. A Drunken Feast. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Belshazzar .. . 
made a great feast to a thousand of his 
lords, and drank wine before the thou- 
sand.” The liquor curse has been long 
a curse to multitudes. Daniel did not 
stop the drinking: but God did some- 
thing about it that the world never will 
forget. When God wanted a man to 
rebuke Belshazzar he selected a man 
who had “purposed in his heart” never 
to defile himself with booze. Get your 
children to promise God that they will 
not defile themselves with liquor. If 
they keep from liquor because of the 
fear of the Lord, it will work. Pray 
against the evil traffic in liquor, and 
work toward the answer to your prayers, 


Fri.—Daniel 5:5-9. 
Handwriting on the Wall. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou art weighed 
in the balances, and art found wanting” 
(v. 27). God is still weighing people. 
You can step into the scales of the Lord’s 
Ten Commandments and get your cor- 
rect weight. God’s estimate is complete 
and absolutely right. Belshazzar had 
enough light to see that he had utterly 
failed God. He knew the _ verdict, 
“Found wanting,” was just. Pray for 
the sinners you know who are weighed 
in God’s balances and “found wanting.” 
(Revival is near when sinners tremble.) 


Sat.—Daniel 5:10-16. 
Interpretation Requested. 


Prayer Succestions: “Let Daniel be 
called, and he will shew the interpreta- 
tion.” The seputation of Daniel for 
having an excellent spirit and the gift 
of wisdom from God was well known at 
the royal palace. God still has good 
men in high offices of government. 
Through such men, in times of crisis, 
God makes known His holy will, and 
gives leaders needed exhortation. Pray 
for all men in authority in government 
(1 Tim, 2:1-8). 


Sun.—Daniel 5:17, 18, 20, 22-31. 
A Kingdom Found Wanting. 


PraYeR Svuccestions: “God hath 
numbered thy kingdom, and finished 
it.’ God still sets down and puts up 
leaders in the governments of this 
world. The King of nations holds the 
breath of all men in his hand. Never 
despair of the times so long as you 
can get the ear of the God who owns 
and rules the world. You have seen 
the rise and fall of many rulers, Men 
who made the world tremble a few 
decades ago are now lying down in 
their everlasting prison with their 
weapons under their heads. Pray for 
the rulers of the nations of the world 
(1 Tim, 2:1). 
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